
PORT FAIRY: MOST LIVEABLE TOWN
Welcome to Port Fairy, the location of the 
rest day for the greatest Great Vic ever! We 
hope you’ve enjoyed the start of the Great 
Vic and are looking forward to leaving the 
bike alone for a day.

Tomorrow you might notice a few new faces 
and start missing some new friends you 
made. Some people who rode the first half 
of the ride will be heading home, but we will 
have some join us for the second half as we 
ride the Great Ocean Road and Otways.

the 
good 
oil

S P O N S O R S  &  P A R T E R S H O S T S

ISSUE 5: TUESDAY 26 NOVEMBER
PORT FAIRY
Tomorrow’s riding: there is none – have a rest!



! FUN FACT!
The Great Vic has been around 
for more than 35 years now. 

Since 1984 it has visited 136 towns 
and covered more than 20,000 
kilometres!

IN TOWN
PEA SOUP BEACH
Most people seeking a swim in Port Fairy 
head to East Beach, which is close to camp 
and quite popular, however, we recommend 
taking the extra few hundred metres to 
discover Pea Soup Beach, with a cute name, 
this beach is protected by basalt reefs, 
creating calm, shallow lagoons to relax in.

Of course, while you’re in town you’re going 
to have to visit Griffith Island to check out 
the Port Fairy Lighthouse and migratory 
Mutton Birds. If you venture around the 
island you can also find some nice stretches 
of sand to sink your toes in.

COFFIN SALLY PIZZA
Coffin Sally is a pizza restaurant renowned 
for their tasty food, and friendly staff. With 
a wide variety of pizza toppings, cocktails, 
and meals. The chill vibe is a perfect way to 
spend some of our rest day.

PORT FAIRY MUSEUM AND 
ARCHIVES
Take a trip down the history of Australia’s 
(and the world’s!) quaintest village at the 
Port Fairy Museum! With a rich history of 
some of Victoria’s earliest settlers, aspiring 
historians will revel in the town’s past

BOOK EXCHANGE
Keep an eye out for the book exchange on Main Street – you can leave a book you’re 
finished with and pick up a new one to read from the ever-growing library!

 

Shops

Pea Soup 
Beach

Port Fairy 
Lighthouse

Coastal 
Reserve

N

Moyne 
River

Port Fairy Bay

Griffiths  
Island

PORT FAIRY
AREA MAP



?   
ANY 
QUESTIONS? 
VISIT US AT 
THE HUB!

The Great Vic team is here 
to help and make sure you 
have the best time away 
with us. Visit us at The Hub 
on Main Street where we 
will be every day to answer 
your questions.

WARBY TIPS
On hot days put your drink bottle 
in a sock. It will help keep it cool 
and more pleasant to drink...

If using clip in shoes, like SPD, 
adjust the tension levels on the 
pedals so that you can get in and 
out easily.
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AT CAMP
PORT FAIRY TENNIS CLUB
Port Fairy Tennis Club is a volunteer run 
club with courts attached to the campsite. 
In 2017 we completed the fundraising to 
install lights. We welcome all Great Vic 
participants to come and have a hit, try to 
serve your fastest serve, buy a raffle ticket, 
a breakfast roll or some dumplings

BUDJ BIM TOURS
Join a Gunditjmara guide to explore one of 
the world’s oldest living cultures, a package 
developed exclusively for participants of 
the Great Vic, will see you transported from 
Port Fairy to the Tyrendarra Indigenous 
Protected Area. At Tyrendarra you will 
experience how the Gungitjmara people 
lived before 1820. Part of the Budj Bim 
World Heritage Landscape the site includes 
Eel traps, Stone Houses and plants used for 
Bush Food and Medicine. Please see our 
friendly staff at our stall in the Main Street 
for more information. 



TOMORROW’S MENU
B R E A K F A S T

Porridge, cereals, muesli, yoghurt, fruit 
salad, fresh fruit, bread and condiments, 
gluten free cereal, gluten free muesli, tea, 

coffee, juice, milk.

S N A C K
Chocolate cupcake

D I N N E R
STANDARD: 

Sweet chili chicken with cous cous
VEGETARIAN: 

Eggplant and tofu hot pot with cous cous
GLUTEN FREE: 

Sweet Chili chicken with polenta  
& roast pumpkin salad

GLUTEN FREE VEGETARIAN: 

Eggplant and tofu hot pot with polenta
VEGAN: 

Eggplant and tofu hot pot with polenta

D E S S E R T
STANDARD: 

Tira Misu
VEGETARIAN: 

Tira Misu
GLUTEN FREE: 

Gluten free cheesecake
GLUTEN FREE VEGETARIAN: 

Gluten free cheesecake
VEGAN: 

Vegan cheesecake slice

LUNCH IS NOT PROVIDED ON THE REST DAY

ENTERTAINMENT
TONIGHT -  26 NOV
Main Stage

19:30 – 22:00: Talent Quest Night

Outdoor Cinema

17:00:  The House with The Clock in its 
Walls

19:30:  Mamma Mia – Here we go again

Bridge Road Brewers Bar

14:30-17:00: June Skye

TOMORROW -  27 NOV
Main Stage

19:00 – 22:00: Quiz Meisters Trivia

Outdoor Cinema

17:00: Space Jam

19:30: Ocean’s Eight

Bridge Road Brewers Bar

14:30 – 17:00: Dave Burgess

ENTERTAINERS
JUNE SKYE 
June Skye is a professional solo 
artist from the ship wreck coast 
Victoria. June has been playing 
gigs at pubs, clubs, functions and 
restaurants for the past 8 years 
and with this experience comes 
knowledge. June is able to captivate 
her audiences with her take on 
favourite covers from all eras and 
genres, whilst also been an artist in 
her own right. gutsy passion is very 
much the forefront when Skye sings; 
her powerful bluesy voice simply 
commands attention.



 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Campsite: PORT FAIRY        Date: Tuesday 26 November 2019 

 

WEATHER 
Port Fairy 
Min. 8      Max. 20 

Still blustery conditions on our 
rest day, but it’s set to be 
warmer and less windy, 

enough that you can wander 
through this beautiful town 
without the worry of being 

saturated before you get back 
to camp. 

 
 
 

 

NEWS HEADLINES 

 

The Oddest Couple 
A giraffe at a wildlife sanctuary 
has been adopted by a Anti-
Poaching dog! The South 
African newborn was found 
abandoned in a coma at only 
two days old, and is now 
seeking a speedy recovery with 
his new adopted parent.  
 
 
 

Oh, Deer! 
A deer has been rescued from 
a plastic Halloween bucket in 
New York after being spotted 
wondering around town looking 
like some sort of party trick for 
at least four days. It’s new 
name is ‘Little Pumpkin’. Trick 
or treat? This young doe 
probably tried to reach for the 
treats, and in the process 
played the ultimate trick on no-
one else but himself.  
 

 

Bike Safety Wordsearch 
Lessons on Life: A Campaign 

Towards a Common Goal 
 
By Chris Karelas 
 
The Great Vic Bike ride is not only an attraction for those wiser and more 
experienced, it is an opportunity for kids, teenagers and young adults to 
embark on an unforgettable journey that will stay with them for life. Fiona 
Drummond, a school nurse at Geelong Grammar School, has been partaking 
in the Great Vic for the last 13 years – with the exception of one year where 
she had to pull out at the last minute to tend to a family medical emergency. 
For this year’s ride, 72 brave and jovial students will partake in one of the 
greatest challenges of their lives, and with it, will come away from the event 
with a great sense of achievement as they all thrive towards a common goal 
– the finish line at the 600 kilometre mark! But the finish line is not necessarily 
the ‘be-all-end-all’ of the event, as students participating actually develop 
real-life skills and motivations along the way. 
 
What is of striking fascination with an event such as this is the sense of 
community and respect that really imbues throughout. “The fact that 
everyone is so supportive of one another…everyone works towards a 
common goal…it is an experience the children will remember for life”, Fiona 
conveyed. When I asked Fiona what she thought of the GVBR, she was 
ecstatic to tell me just how gratifying it is to witness the kids adopt higher-
level teamwork and leadership abilities – “to be able to watch them achieve 
from such a young age…doing something they thought they would never 
have thought of achieving”. And whilst the school’s Sunday training regime, 
inclusive of tough hill climbing at the You Yangs National Park is no 
comparison to the magnitude of this event, students had to implement back 
and fourth call signals of “Car up, car down!” riding in teams of six, and 
communicate this information with one another akin to a very loud game of 
Chinese whispers! They sure adapted very quickly and were inspired by the 
event team being “so well coordinated” and having the proficiency in being 
able to coordinate and manage the ride in such a safe and effective manner. 
“Students see the competence and interactions taking place and they will 
take it away with them”. As a volunteer, it is thrilling to see that the way we in 
which we conduct ourselves has become an epitome of maturity and 
mentorship in the eyes of our younger riders. 

 

Huh, no mobile phones? What??? It’s 2019! 
Geelong Grammar School have employed a strict ‘no mobile-enabled device’ 
policy for all students, which they believe will have a positive impact; and has 
already revealed to be proving to be extremely productive and beneficial for 
all those law-abiding. Students have come forward and disclosed that it has 
dramatically reduced their stress levels and allowed them to focus on the 
event itself and not get caught up in the modern-age era of rampant and 
inescapable use of social media. In breaking the urge to reach for the nearest 
mobile phone and Wi-Fi signal, this has enabled them to expend their energy 
to communicate, play and interact – both with their peers as well as 
networking and making connections with students from other schools and 
embracing the community spirit. 
 
Continued. . .  



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lessons on Life – Continued 
 
Just the very fact that students are literally out in the elements and being immersed in the beautiful 
scenery of our great country equips them with a true appreciation of nature and also becoming 
“…environmentally conscious of their surroundings”. Students see the operation of the event, with 
its focus on minimizing the environmental footprint being made, as something which they find truly 
inspiring. Students also develop skills in being resourceful, self-sufficient and stepping up to the 
role of becoming responsible young adults. This was demonstrated when one of the parent riders 
stood in an ants’ nest and students expressed their concerns for the lady who literally had ants in 
her pants, holding back on the laughter until it was established that she was medially sound! I bet 
she didn’t mind the humorous outburst after the fact! 
 
Even more commendable is the students’ use of this event as an educational pivot for developing 
a deeper understanding of road-sense and awareness of all other road-users. As riders, students 
are put into what could be described as quite an unnerving position to be in – that is, having to 
share the road with motor-vehicles, a daily occurrence bike riders who commute or ride for fun 
must endure. “It is about being patient and respectful of other people on our roads…and being 
respected as a rider” is the topic of discussion at their Ride Master classes they hold regularly in 
their training and preparation for events such as the GVBR. In adopting these road ethics, students 
become aware of how to use the road safely and return the good karma when they eventually 
attain their driver’s licenses. Having that experience behind them in the riders’ shoes will set them 
up in becoming safe and respectful behind the wheel. 
 
The ‘no-phone’ policy also resonates well with Bicycle Network’s strong call for tougher sanctions 
for those who use a mobile phone whilst driving, and resultantly causes death or serious injury to 
another road user. Current sentencing fails to appropriately sanction those who intentionally break 
the law, such as one culprit from Bendigo who was let off with a mere corrections order and 200 
hours of unpaid community work for causing the death of professional cyclist Jason Lowndes in 
Mandurang in 2017. As we rally towards tougher penalties for road crime, I believe that the real 
solution lies in the hands of us educating our future generations in building awareness and 
understanding that the road is in fact a dangerous place, and that we all have a duty of care not 
only for ourselves but all other road users. 
 
It can be said that a true sense of mutual respect is materializing - a high-minded and honorable 
campaign towards reducing the road toll statistics we tragically endure every year. Let’s hope that 
these strong messages continue to be passed on to our growing and aspiring youth.  
 
 
 
 
 

See if you can find the 15 words related 

to bike safety without looking at the word list. 

List at bottom of page. 

 

BIKE SAFETY WORDSEARCH Calling all Bicycle 
Network members! 

 
Come and enjoy a free drink, sample 
some local produce and relax at the 
Bicycle Network members lounge in 

Portland and Deans Marsh! 
 

Bridge Road Brewers Bar 
3:00pm – 5:00pm 

Deans Marsh (Saturday 30 November) 
 

Not a member? Meet the Bicycle Network 
team at The Hub and chat about how 

becoming a member makes bike riding 
easier for all Australians. 

 
Memberships start from $11.49 per 

month. 

 


