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S P O N S O R S  &  P A R T E R S H O S T S

MOUNT GAMBIER: A NATURAL WONDERLAND
Situated on volcanic land, Mount Gambier 
is a treasure trove of beauty. With an 
unbelievable array of natural wonders, there 
is no shortage of sights to see during our 
stay here.

The Great Vic this year will boast countless 
breathtaking views, but perhaps none more 
breathtaking than the iconic ‘Blue Lake’, 

located just a short drive from the campsite, 
it is still debated to this day just why the 
natural phenomenon is such an attractive 
shade of blue. If that’s not appealing to 
you, Mount Gambier boasts some of the 
most incredible caves and sinkholes in 
the country, with some even resembling a 
scene out of Jurassic Park, it’s set to be an 
unforgettable leg of the journey.

ISSUE 2: SATURDAY 23 NOVEMBER
MILLICENT
Tomorrow’s riding: Millicent to Mount Gambier



! FUN FACT!
Had a ruff day on the ride? The 
fastest 30 metres on a bicycle 

performed by a dog is 55 seconds, 
achieved by Norman the Scooter 
Dog, what an impressive boy!
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IN TOWN
BLUE LAKE
The Blue Lake in Mount Gambier occupies 
one of the craters of the extinct volcano 
after which the city has been named. each 
November, the lake’s sombre blue, which 
is in evidence during the winter months, 
mysteriously changes to an intense deep 
turquoise blue almost overnight. Lucky for 
us, we’ll be there right as the lake is at its 
bluest!

THE MYSTERY OF THE 
TATANOOLA TIGER
In 1893, there were reports of a strange 
animal in the Tantanoola area, it was 
described as a tiger. The tiger prowled 
the district for several years. In 1895, the 
tiger was killed, and it was revealed to be 
nothing more than an Assyrian Wolf. Some 
locals still believe the tiger is at large and 
the creature they killed was not the real 
perpetrator, the museum of the Tatanoola 
Tiger is roughly half an hour from the 
campsite and tells the mysterious tale of 
this elusive creature.

UMPHERSTON SINKHOLE
The Umpherston sinkhole, affectionately 
known as ‘the Sunken Garden’, is one of 
the most spectacular gardens in the entire 
country. Once upon a time, the sinkhole 
was a typical limestone cave that formed 
through corrosion. The sinkhole was 
naturally created when the roof collapsed in.

RSL WAR MUSEUM
If nature isn’t your sort of scene, the RSL 
War Museum in town is renowned for its 
artefacts from combat throughout history, 
they also have some of the best food in 
town!

TOMORROW’S RIDE

BOOK EXCHANGE
Keep an eye out for the book 
exchange on Main Street – you can 
leave a book you’re finished with 
and pick up a new one to read 
from the ever-growing library!



?   
ANY 
QUESTIONS? 
VISIT US AT 
THE HUB!

The Great Vic team is here 
to help and make sure you 
have the best time away 
with us. Visit us at The Hub 
on Main Street where we 
will be every day to answer 
your questions.

WARBY TIPS
What to carry
Weight is better carried on the bike 
than on your back.

Carry a puncture repair kit and a 
spare tube and a pump; though 
others will always be willing to 
help, you have to help yourself first.

Also, add a piece of sandpaper to 
your puncture repair kit to get the 
surface prepared for the patch.

Group Riding
To avoid a collision in group rides: 

• Point and call out the name of 
any hazards on the road 

• Call car back when there is a car 
approaching from behind

AT CAMP
LITTLE BLUE LAKE
While not technically at camp, we will be 
setting up a rest stop at the Little Blue 
Lake on our way into town. Here you can 
cool down from your ride with a swim in 
the lake, for safer access to the water, steps 
and a pontoon have been installed for easy 
entrance to the lake.

SCHNITZEL NIGHT
At camp, South Gambier Football Club 
will be hosting a schnitzel night in their 
clubrooms! Get down and support local 
sport, all while enjoying a tasty meal!
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from the ever-growing library!



TOMORROW’S MENU
B R E A K F A S T

Porridge, cereals, muesli, yoghurt, fruit 
salad, fresh fruit, bread and condiments, 
gluten free cereal, gluten free muesli, tea, 

coffee, juice, milk.

S N A C K
Cherry slice, hedgehog, gluten free 

hedgehog

L U N C H
STANDARD: 

Pasta Salad
VEGETARIAN: 

Pasta Salad
GLUTEN FREE: 

GF Pasta Salad
GLUTEN FREE VEGETARIAN: 

GF Pasta Salad
VEGAN: 

Pasta Salad

D I N N E R
STANDARD: 

Gourmet sausages with mash potato  
& onion gravy

VEGETARIAN: 

Vegetarian sausages with mash potato  
& onion gravy
GLUTEN FREE: 

Gourmet sausages with mash potato  
& onion gravy

GLUTEN FREE VEGETARIAN: 

Vegetarian sausages with mash potato  
& onion gravy

VEGAN: 

Vegan sausages with mash potato  
& onion gravy

D E S S E R T
STANDARD: 

Pavlova
VEGETARIAN: 

Pavlova
GLUTEN FREE: 

Pavlova
GLUTEN FREE VEGETARIAN: 

Pavlova
VEGAN: 

Strawberry jelly cup

ENTERTAINMENT
TONIGHT -  23 NOV
Main Stage
19:00 – 22:00: Christy Wallace

Outdoor Cinema
17:00:  The Lego Batman Movie
19:30: Aquaman

Bridge Road Brewers Bar
14:30 – 17:00: WILLnKO

TOMORROW -  24 NOV
Main Stage
19:30 – 21:00:  Gerard V Comedy 

Hypnotist

21:00 – 22:00: Liam Manassa

Outdoor Cinema
17:00: Jurassic World Fallen Kingdom

19:30: The World’s Fastest Indian

Bridge Road Brewers Bar
14:30-17:00: Liam Manassa

ENTERTAINERS
CHRISTY WALLACE
Christy Wallace, joined by her 
husband on guitar and son on 
drums, the trio’s gracious approach 
has won over crowds wherever 
they go, with a focus on country-
folk style, relatable original songs 
of life in regional Australia. This 
creative element is mixed with a 
repertoire of acoustic recreations 
of popular songs, from Johnny 
Cash to Paul Kelly, Kasey Chambers 
and The Beatles, with an easy-
going and entertaining rock vibe. 
She is looking forward to sharing 
classic songs from the ‘60s through 
to recent times with Great Victorian 
Bike Ride participants during the 
Millicent stopover to unwind and 
sing along after a day on the bike.



 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Campsite: MILLICENT        Date: Saturday 23 November 2019 

 

WEATHER 
Mount Gambier 

 
Min. 6      Max. 22 

 
The chance of morning fog. 

Mostly sunny afternoon. Light 
winds becoming westerly 15 to 

20 km/h during the day then 
becoming light during the 

evening. 

 

NEWS HEADLINES 
 
Couple’s marriage up in the air 
 
A New Zealand woman and 
Australian man have got married 
on a plane halfway between the 
two countries on a Jetstar flight. 
 
Sometimes we hear stories of 
relationships starting at the Great 
Vic – perhaps there will be 
something exciting at our halfway 
point in Port Fairy? 
 
Tasting tea for cash 
 
The Daffodil Hotel & Spa in 
Grasmere, England has a £100 job 
available for someone to taste tea 
and cakes. 
 
We’re not sure if the tea and cakes 
are better than what we have at the 
Great Vic, but we are reliably 
informed that their service is not as 
good.  
 

 

WALLY SHARPE – A THRILLIANT GUY 
 

Meet Wally Sharpe, a former skydiving instructor, full time thrill 
seeker. This year Wally will don his helmet for his 33rd consecutive 
Great Vic! I was lucky enough to have a chat with the great man and 
got a great insight into his life. 
 
Let me take you back to 1986, you’ve decided to undertake The 
Great Victorian Bike Ride for the first time, what was it like? 
 
“It was challenging, I was formerly a skydiver and thought “what’s 
more dangerous than jumping out of a plane? Riding a bike!” I 
decided that I wanted to complete the ride as a bucket list item, 
grabbed a close friend and a shoddy repco bike and set off for the 
start point.” 
 
That brings me to my next question, you were a demo skydiver, 
you do this arduous ride each year, you seem like quite a thrill 
seeker? 
 
“Yeah I guess you could say that, I had an old favourite saying back when I 
was a diver, you would undergo hours of boredom for moments of terror, 
ironically enough, 40 years ago a friend of mine who works in Millicent 
invited me to jump into his property and this years Great Vic will bring us 
back together! We’re catching up when I’m in town. It’s amazing what this 
ride can do.” 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

SUDOKU 

 

Calling all Bicycle Network 
members! 

 
Come and enjoy a free drink, sample some local 

produce and relax at the Bicycle Network 
members lounge in Portland and Deans Marsh! 

 
Bridge Road Brewers Bar 

3:00pm – 5:00pm 
Portland (Monday 25 November) 

Deans Marsh (Saturday 30 November) 
 

Not a member? Meet the Bicycle Network team 
at The Hub and chat about how becoming a 

member makes bike riding easier for all 
Australians. 

 
Memberships start from $11.49 per month. 

 

You can get in the 
Good Oil 

 
Anyone can write for the Good 
Oil – if you have a story idea, a 
tale from the road, a poem or a 

puzzle you can get it in! 
 

Visit The Hub to drop off any 
submissions and tips (news 

and fishing). 

Wally Sharpe – Continued 
 
With over 30 consecutive ‘Great Vics’ is there a favourite 
moment or memory of a ride you have? 
 
“This one right now. Each year, I’m slightly older, with each completed 
ride comes a new achievement, I’ve been on the last 33 and I won’t be 
stopping until I can’t complete the ride anymore.” 
 
If someone was on the fence over completing the ride, what 
advice would you give? 
 
“Just give it a go, it’s an incredible experience, with bike riding the 
sky is the limit. With bike riding, you can achieve almost anything.” 
 
Have you got any advice for first time riders this year? 
 
“Be prepared and don’t forget it’s a ride not a race, enjoy it for what I is, 
you’ve always got support in the form of WARBYs and other volunteers!” 
 
Last but not least, what’s been the funniest moment of all the 
rides these many years? 
 
In over 30 years, I’ve never had any drama with injuries or crashes, 
aside from one incident involving my great nephew, Lachlan. I took 
Lachlan past my Brother In-Law’s house in Mansfield, upon seeing 
him Lachlan yelled “there’s Pa!” And completely lost his 
concentration, not noticing I’d stopped he crashed right into me! 
Luckily, he wasn’t hurt as he’d used me as a fall pillow! We all had 
a great laugh about that one. 
 


