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Parking: essential, unnoticed

Cities remade around parking (Carlton, Vic) Or designed around it (Sunshine, Vic) 

“We demand convenient parking everywhere 
we go, and then learn not to see the vast, 

unsightly spaces that result”.

“ - Eran Ben-Joseph, (2012), “Rethinking 
a Lot”, Cambridge, MIT Press



BuffaloLos Angeles (What the street? Moovel Lab)

Tulsa & Orlando
(“Rethinking a 
Lot”)

There is often a lot of parking



Elizabeth, SA Morphett Vale, SA

Most parking is planned



Most parking appears ‘free’

Who paid for parking? (No fee = 
96%)

Despite underlying parking space 
and costs

Type of 
parking

Land per 
bay

Land cost / 
m2 $2 000 
- $3 500

Floor area 
per bay

Constructi
on cost 
per bay 

Estimated 
total cost 
per bay

Off-street 
surface (at-
grade) 35m2

$70,000 -
$122,500 35m2 $3,500

$73,500 -
$126,000

Deck - 2 
level 16m2

$32,000 -
$56,000 32m2 $31,000

$63,000 -
$87,000

Deck - 4 
level 8m2

$16,000 -
$28,000 32m2 $34,000

$50,000 -
$62,000

Basement -
2 level 8m2

$16,000 -
$28,000 32m2 $39,000

$55,000 -
$67,000

Austroads Guide to Traffic Management Part 
11: Parking, 2017

Melbourne - VISTA travel survey 2012-
2014



Because of conventional parking policies

(Illustration by Rebecca Clements)
(Based in part on Barter, 2015)

• ‘Predict and provide’
• Minimum off-street requirements
• Low priced on-street parking
• Widespread from mid 20th century
• In response to rapid motorisation



“The relationship between transportation and 
land use is real, powerful, and straightforward. It 

can be stated as follows: 

Governments give drivers free land; 

People as a result drive more than they 
otherwise would. 

That’s it. The rest is commentary”. 

“

- Michael Manville, (2017), Travel and the Built Environment: Time for 
Change, Journal of the American Planning Association, 83:1. 



Issues with conventional policies

Hidden costs of parking Opportunity costs

(Illustrations: Rebecca Clements)

• Disguise real demand for and cost of parking
• Oversupply parking at expense of other land uses
• Subsidise car use and storage 
• “Pseudo science of planning for parking” (Shoup 2005 The High Cost of Free Parking)



Parking as flash point
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“Parking spaces should not only be 
adequate in number, but if they are 
to properly fulfil their purpose must 

also be located convenient to the 
shops because shoppers do not 

want to carry their purchases a long 
way to their cars.” 

1954 Melbourne Planning Scheme

“By contemporary 
American standards this 

provision would be 
inadequate, but it is much 

in advance of what is 
available today in 

Melbourne”. 

Historical commitment to parking 



4/18/2019 11

1959 2016

Minimum standards: remain, 
but under strain



“Fight the towers! Or kiss your car park good bye”

Taylor, E. (2014). “Fight the towers! Or kiss your car park goodbye”: How often do residents assert car 
parking rights in Melbourne planning appeals?. Planning Theory & Practice, 15(3), 328-348. 

• Car parking the focus of 80% of 
planning appeals in Victoria 

• (Thousands each year, mostly 
about new apartments)

• Existing residents assert rights to 
on-street parking

• Blame parking pressures on new 
apartments with insufficient 
parking

• Pressure to meet or exceed 
statutory minimums



Who’s been parking on my street? 

• Who’s been parking 
on my street? The politics and 
uneven use of residential 
parking space

• Asserted rights to space
• Garages of ‘stuff’ vs empty 

apartment lots
• https://www.sciencedirect.co

m/science/article/abs/pii/S026
4837718309104

• Also: 
• https://theconversation.com/e

mpty-car-parks-everywhere-
but-nowhere-to-park-how-
cities-can-do-better-99031

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0264837718309104
https://theconversation.com/empty-car-parks-everywhere-but-nowhere-to-park-how-cities-can-do-better-99031
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