
A NEW VISION 
FOR PARKING  
AND TRANSPORT 
IN DAREBIN 
We want to achieve our vision to make a 
Darebin a greener, bolder and more connected 
city. Therefore, we understand that we need to 
change our approach to parking for the future. 
With Melbourne’s growing population, Darebin’s 
infrastructure, housing and parking are under 
increased pressures.

Council is currently developing a Parking 
Strategy. Council recently commissioned a 
report to strategically review parking within 
the context of achieving a range of aims for 
Darebin, including: 

• dramatically increasing the role of sustainable 
transport

• responding to the climate emergency

• increasing social inclusion for our community 
now and into the future

• improving community safety and health

• building new developments that reduce 
transport demands.

We are now undertaking engagement to further 
understand what is most important to our 
community. 

This factsheet has been prepared to help the 
community understand the need for change 
and what opportunities may develop with a new 
parking management approach. 

What you need to know

• Council regularly receives feedback on a wide 
range of issues related to parking. 

• Council understands that parking impacts are 
felt differently across Darebin, and measures 
to manage parking need to reflect this 
difference.

• Council is committed to reducing reliance 
on driving by dramatically increasing 
opportunities for walking, cycling and public 
transport. 

• The Parking Strategy will support the goals 
and objectives outlined in the Council Plan 
2017-2021, Transport Strategy 2007-2027 and 
Darebin Climate Emergency Plan 2017-2022. 

• The Parking Strategy will begin to be 
implemented in late 2019 and be informed 
by technical studies and insights from 
community members who live, visit, work or 
have an interest in Darebin.  



WHAT PARKING LOOKS LIKE NOW WHAT PARKING COULD LOOK LIKE IN THE FUTURE
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3  Free on-street parking is often full – up to 30 per 
cent of all traffic is caused by people circling for 
parking.   

2 New technology and priced 
parking can improve parking 
availability and show parking 
space usage in real time

4  Minimum parking requirements in new 
developments often require more off-street 
parking than necessary. This can inflate 
development prices and make housing less 
affordable.  .   

3  Revenue from priced parking 
can be reinvested in the local 
area, such as landscaping, 
street upgrades and other 
local initiatives.  

1  There is a high demand for parking near shops, 
services and public transport. Unrestricted parking 
in these areas makes it difficult for residents to 
park near their home and reduces the availability of 
parking. 

6  Parking spaces are allocated to other 
uses that make our city a better 
place for all, such as accessible 
public transport stops, open space 
and trees, wider footpaths, alfresco 
dining, footpath trading, car share 
spaces, and tram, bus or bike lanes. 

2  Parking in our activity centres and around 
key destinations is inconsistent and doesn’t 
support our community to access parking 
where and when they need it.

1  Changes to parking 
management can prevent 
ongoing growth in cars 
and traffic and create 
more liveable streets and 
neighbourhoods. 

5  Minimum parking 
requirements are removed 
to better match supply with 
demand

4  More short-term spaces 
are provided for ride 
share services, deliveries 
and customers in activity 
centres

WHY DO  
WE NEED TO 
THINK ABOUT 
PARKING? 

• We are in a state of climate emergency 
– free and ample parking encourages 
personal car use, the highest emitting 
transport mode, and discourages 
sustainable transport use. 

• Our population is growing, and space is 
limited – if we don’t change our approach 
to parking, we’ll need to add 41,000 
parking spaces by 2041.

• We need to make the best 
use of our limited space and 
economic resources – Darebin 
cannot accommodate more 
private cars on our streets.

• We want to manage parking 
to increase and improve 
our public space – parking 
occupies street space which 
could be used for other things.

• We want to improve safety 
and encourage people to 
use more sustainable active 
transport – having lots of 
parking around schools and 
other places with high activity 
makes it less safe for people to 
get around.

• We have an oversupply of car 
parks – on average 40 per cent 
of off-street residential parking 
in apartments is vacant and 
people use their garages for 
storage while parking their cars 
on the street. 

• How people get around and 
use technology is changing –  
if we don’t change our current 
approach, we won’t be ready 
for transport innovations.



From late November 
2018 to mid-February 
2019 we’ll be out in your 
neighbourhood listening 
to your ideas on how 
parking can be managed 
in the future and the 
transport choices for our 
community.
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If you are deaf, or have  
a hearing or speech impairment,  
contact us through the  
National Relay Service.  
relayservice.gov.au

National Relay Service  Speak your language  
T 8470 8470

To find out more, register to attend  
an event and tell us your ideas, visit  
yoursaydarebin.com.au/parkingstrategy,  
call 8470 8888 or email  
transport@darebin.vic.gov.au.


